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REQUIREMENTS: The Console OS runs as a VM inside of a VMFS file system. A disk of sufficient size will be required for 

this. My first attempt, using an 8GB disk failed. My second attempt, using a 10GB disk was successful. 

 

 

Boot to the ESX DVD or DVD image. 

  

 

Loading ESX… 

  

 

Strangely familiar splash screen… 

  

 

Unfamiliar status screen… 
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Welcome to text mode! 

  

 

The text mode installer uses simple lists of choices. 
Usually, 1 is for continue or to answer yes. Some 
items will have more than one choice. 
 
Use ? for simple help messages. 
Use < to go back to the previous item. 

  

 

Type 1 and <ENTER> to continue. 

  

 

Type accept and <ENTER> to accept the EULA and 
continue. 

  

 

If you have a custom drivers CD, type 2 and 
<ENTER>. The installation DVD will be ejected and 
you will be prompted to insert the drivers CD. 
Otherwise, type 1 and <ENTER> 
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Type 1 and <ENTER> to load the system drivers. 

  

 

If you really don’t want to copy and paste the 
license key using the GUI, you can enter it now…. 

  

 

Assuming the NICs are listed in order is a bad thing 
in ESX 3.x and it is probably bad in ESX 4. Know 
your MAC addresses or only connect the 
management network NIC and leave all others 
disconnected. 

  

 

If you need to use a VLAN for the Management 
Network Port Group, you can type 1 and <ENTER> 

  

 

Enter the VLAN ID 
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If you do not need a VLAN ID, type 2 and <ENTER> 

  

 

Confirm your selections. 

  

 

To set up a static IP, type 2 and <ENTER> 

  

 

Enter the IP address. 

  

 

Confirm or change the subnet mask. 
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Confirm or change the gateway address. 

  

 

Confirm the settings. 

  

 

Enter the first DNS address. 

  

 

Confirm the settings. 

  

 

Enter the secondary DNS. 
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Enter the hostname. Use all lowercase and use the 
Fully-Qualified Domain Name. 

  

 

Confirm the settings. 

  

 

Confirm the network settings. 

  

 

Choose default partition settings or type 2 and 
<ENTER> to change them. 

  

 

Choose the disk you wish to partition. Insert all of 
the obvious cautionary messages here… 
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Type 1 and <ENTER> to create a new datastore. 

  

 

Create on the same device. If not, only /boot and 
vmkcore will be set up on the boot device. 

  

 

Change the default datastore name. 

  

 

Enter the new datastore name. 

  

 

If you previously used a drivers CD, insert the ESX 
DVD to continue. 
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You cannot change the /boot or vmkcore 
partitions unless you use a scripted installation. 

  

 

First, we will edit an existing partition. 

  

 

We are going to edit the / partition. 

  

 

Careful…your format choices are ext3 or swap. 

  

 

You also have to specify the mount point. Use with 
care. 
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Specify the size in GB or MB. 

  

 

Accept the properties. 

  

 

Type 2 and <ENTER> to change the partition 
layout. 

  

 

Now, we will create a new partition. 

  

 

Select the file system type. 
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Type the mount point. 

  

 

Type the size in GB or MB. 

  

 

Review and accept the changes. 

  

 

We will make another change to the partition 
layout. 

  

 

Next, we will try to delete a partition from the 
layout. 

  



Installing ESX 4 RC In Text Mode 

David ConveryInstalling ESX 4 RC in Text Mode 11 of 16 www.dailyhypervisor.com 

 

Select the partition to delete. In this case, we are 
deleting the swap. 

  

 

Confirm the delete. 

  

 

Since I deleted the swap, I recreated it with a 
1600MB size. This will accommodate a COS with 
up to 800MB RAM, which is the maximum RAM in 
the RC version. 

  

 

Next, we can define any kernel parameters to pass 
during boot. 

  

 

If we select yes, we can freely type the text 
required. 
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Next, we specify the boot loader password. This is 
a security requirement to prevent unauthorized 
changes to the boot loader. 

  

 

Enter and confirm the password. 

  

 

Unless you have a multi boot or special disk setup, 
select the Master Boot Record for the location of 
the GRUB installation. 

  

 

Next, we will set the time zone. 

  

 

A list will be presented. Use <ENTER> to advance 
to the next page. Repeat until you find your time 
zone setting. 
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In our case, we are using US/Eastern – NYC (84). 

  

 

Confirm the setting. 

  

 

Next, we will set up time settings. 

  

 

If you wish to use NTP, you must use an IP address 
because name resolution is not set up. 

  

 

Alternatively, you can manually set up the date 
and time. 
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Select “Change”. 

  

 

Enter the proper date and time. 

  

 

Confirm the date and time. 

  

 

Now, we will set and confirm the root password. 

  

 

Finally, we will review the settings. Use <ENTER> 
to go to the next page. 
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Once all of the settings are confirmed, type 1 and 
<ENTER> to begin the installation. 

  

 

The disk will be partitioned and formatted and 
then the packages will be installed. 

  

 

Once the install completes, type 1 and <ENTER> to 
reboot. 

  

 

The system will reboot and the GRUB bootloader 
will start. 

  

 

The system will initialize. 
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The hypervisor will load. 

  

 

And the console OS will start. 

  

 

And the initial installation is completed. Now, you 
can apply a host profile to customize the network, 
security and storage settings. 

 


